
 

FOR PARENTS: MATHEMATICS IN THE GERMAN BILINGUAL PROGRAM 

Math is the core subject taught in German in elementary in the Bilingual Program. In order to 
meet the requirements of Bilingual Programs, a core subject must be taught in German, and 
research and experience has shown that math is a very good choice. Edmonton Public Schools 
has developed resources for the teaching of Math in the German Bilingual Program. 
 
Below is some information about the teaching of Math in the German Bilingual Program, as well 
as some ways you can help your child with math. 
 
• Please remember that when your child does not understand something in class, the teacher 

will use different ways to show your child the concept. Teachers use many strategies to help 
students understand the math concepts. If one way does not work, they will use another. 

• Children need concrete examples and experiences in order to learn about numbers, shapes, 
sorting, classifying, sequencing, measuring, calculating and so on. Using manipulative 
materials, such as toothpicks, paper clips or coins reinforces math concepts in any language. 
You can explore these ideas in English (or mother tongue) at home while your child is 
learning relevant vocabulary in German at school.  

• Remember, math is no longer taught the way it used to be! Students do not simply do 
exercises from a textbook. Rather, with guidance, students work both individually and with 
others to inquire about, explore and experiment with math concepts and problems, in real-
life situations using actual materials. 

• When working with your child on story problems (e.g. Mark had 7 apples and then he ate 2, 
how many were left?), help your child to focus on the meaning of the key words in the 
sentence. Encourage them to draw diagrams or act out the problem. 

• Remember, your child will not be given math homework in German for which there is no 
preparation done at school. Only homework in German that can be completed 
independently will be assigned. If your child is not able to complete the homework in 
German independently, please inform your child’s teacher. Sometimes homework will be 
sent home in English. 

• Encourage your child to explain any homework assignment to you in English (or mother 
tongue), and to discuss any concepts that need clarification with you when completing the 
homework in German. 

• Provincial Achievement Tests for math are administered to students in English in Grade 6. 
Analysis of student test scores indicate that students in bilingual programs consistently 
achieve better than their peers that are in English-only programs. Teachers use many 
strategies to make sure students have the English language they need for the test. 


