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WHY SHOULD MY CHILD LEARN ANOTHER LANGUAGE? 

 
Preparing our children for a changing world is one of the main goals of education in Alberta. Learning 
another language can help your child: 

• Improve listening skills 
• Increase cognitive abilities and creative thinking 
• Enhance communication skills in his or her first language 
• Develop a deeper understanding of his or her own culture 
• Improve overall student performance 
• Make learning a third or fourth language much easier 

 
We are now connected more closely to our global neighbours than ever before. Advances in 
technology are making it easier to travel and communicate with people all over the world. 
Increasing immigration is making our local communities more diverse and enriched. In addition, 
our economic well-being is linked to our ability to succeed in the international marketplace. 
Knowing another language can give your child: 
 

• A lifelong ability to communicate with more people 
• An increased understanding of and respect for people of other cultures 
• The opportunity to enroll in secondary and post-secondary degree programs that have a 

second language prerequisite. 
• More opportunities to enjoy literature, art, music, theatre, sports and travel. 
• The opportunity to participate in a wide variety of exchange programs, summer courses 

and opportunities to work abroad. 
• Preparation to be part of the new global community.  
• A competitive edge in the job market and more post-secondary and career 

opportunities: 
ü service sector opportunities in travel and tourism, sales, customer service and clerical 

positions 
ü import/export services, marketing, computer software development and technical support, 

public relations, investment, management and transportation 
ü communication and media opportunities including international advertising, radio, TV, 

writing, translation, publishing and filmmaking 
ü libraries, museums, foundations and government work in research 
ü teachers, translators, interpreters and researchers in Alberta, in Canada and worldwide 

 
And language learning is fun! 
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WHY SHOULD MY CHILD LEARN GERMAN? 
 

• Germany is the world's largest exporter. 
• German is the most commonly spoken language in the European Union. 
 
• 18% of the world's books are published in German. 
• Germany is home to numerous international corporations. 
• German is no harder to learn to speak and write than other languages. 
• German is the second-most commonly used scientific language. 
• Speaking and understanding German will deepen your knowledge of the culture and 

improve your employment opportunities. 
• Learning German provides deeper insights into a region that plays a vital role in central 

Europe's intellectual and economic life and in its cultural history. 
• In many regions, Germans account for the largest percentage of tourists. 

 
 

WHAT EFFECT WILL LEARNING ANOTHER LANGUAGE HAVE ON MY CHILD’S ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE SKILLS? 

 
A child’s English will not be adversely affected by learning another language. It may even be 
improved!  Studies have shown that students in second language programs readily transfer the 
skills they learn in one language to another. Immersion and bilingual program students often 
outperform students in the regular program in English skills. 
 
Want to help improve your child’s English language skills? Have them learn another language! 
 
 

I DON’T SPEAK GERMAN. HOW CAN I HELP? 
 
First of all, understand that you are not alone. The majority of parents with children enrolled in 
a second language are not proficient in the language their child is learning. Motivation and a 
positive attitude toward learning are key factors in any child’s success. Simply taking an interest 
in your child’s progress and encouraging activities that enhance language learning will put you – 
and your child – on the right track! 
 

• Discuss the language program or course with your child’s teacher and find out what you 
and your child should expect from the experience. 

• Encourage your child to talk to you regularly about what he or she is learning and to 
teach you some words and phrases in the new language. Practise together! 

• Add German language resources, such as an age-appropriate bilingual dictionary, verb 
book and atlas, to the family bookshelf and encourage your child to use them. Your 
child’s teacher will be able to suggest titles and sources. 

• Encourage your child to use and experiment with English. Children readily transfer skills 
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from one language to the other. Encourage reading, writing, word games and family 
discussions and debates to help to enhance your child’s communication skills in both 
languages. 

• Read to your child every day! In any language you speak. 
 

Stay positive, encourage growth and celebrate success! Be positive and supportive in your 
discussions about school. Keep in mind that chronological age and development are not the 
same; children do not all reach the same level of maturity necessary to handle the demands 
of school at the same time. A child who is not ready will do no better in an English-only 
setting than in a bilingual setting.  

Children enrolled in the German Bilingual Program make the most progress when they hear 
German outside of school as well as in class. You can encourage your child’s interest in other 
languages and cultures if you: 
 

• Go on family outings to cultural events that feature music, dance and food from  
countries where German is spoken. 

• Find posters, books, magazines, videos, TV programs, board games, computer games 
and internet sites in German. 

• Offer your child the chance to participate in an exchange program or in educational 
tours that provide opportunities to interact with native speakers of German and to 
experience the culture. 

• Encourage your child to interact with a relative or friend who speaks German, through 
visits, letters, telephone conversations or e-mail. 

 
 

WHEN IS THE RIGHT TIME TO BEGIN LEARNING ANOTHER LANGUAGE? 
 
There is no magic age to begin learning another language but many language experts agree that 
it is easier to learn another language at a young age. The earlier a child is exposed to another 
language, the greater their chance of learning to use the language like a native speaker. The 
more time your child spends learning the language the more proficient he or she will become.  
 
Begin the study of languages early and encourage your child to stick with it! 
 
 

GERMAN BILINGUAL PROGRAMS IN ALBERTA 
 
The German-English Bilingual Program provides students with the opportunity to acquire the 
skills for communicating in both English and German at a young age. The term Bilingual 
Program is used to describe a partial immersion program where English and a second language 
are both languages of instruction. It is a program that begins in Kindergarten or Grade 1 and 
continues to Grade 12.  
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In German Bilingual programming, both English Language Arts and German Language Arts are 
taught. As well, Mathematics and additional subjects are taught in German. 

This program is specifically designed for children who have had little or no previous exposure 
to German. More advanced speakers can join the program but are not the norm. 

 
WHAT DOES A GERMAN BILINGUAL PROGRAM CLASSROOM LOOK LIKE? 

 
• During German language instructional time, German dominates the classroom 

interaction, whether the teacher or students are speaking. Even in lower level classes, 
very little English is used. German is the operating language of the classroom. 

• Children have fun as they learn.  They learn to understand, speak, read, write and 
interact in German naturally and without stress. "Fun" activities are planned in German. 

• The classroom climate is warm and accepting (in teacher-student interactions as well as 
among peers). The teacher is appreciative of and praises the children's efforts to 
communicate in German. Correcting the students' language is necessary and done with 
sensitivity. Error correction is performed gently and tactfully. The student is often 
corrected by the teacher simply providing the correct response and asking the student 
to repeat it. All children are encouraged to express themselves in German no matter 
what the level of their skill is. Students are taught to identify their own errors and edit 
their work. 

• All students learn! No child needs to be afraid of making mistakes. The children who are 
less fluent learn from the others. Those who are more fluent will concentrate on 
improving their oral and written language. 

• The teacher does not translate. Instead, he/she facilitates understanding through the 
use of techniques such as gestures, mime and appropriate intonation. He/she is 
expressive and animated and uses concrete materials and audio-visual aids. Students 
develop a passive vocabulary very quickly. Their active vocabulary also develops daily. 

• The beginning of German language classes is planned so that the students are passively 
exposed to the language for a period of time before they are expected to produce 
language, e.g. teacher reads to the class, has the students read leisurely to themselves, 
has simple conversation with the students, before the students are expected to perform 
more difficult tasks. It is important to try to get the students "thinking" in German. 

• Languages are not mixed. German is taught in one longer block of time without 
exposure to other languages. This better allows students to "think" in German and 
allows for more natural language production. 
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• There are many warm-up questions, much review and intentional focus on the skill of 
speaking.  

• Students are encouraged to enjoy reading in German at their level. 

• Speaking and writing activities are highly structured so that students are modeling 
correct language for one another. 

 
TRAVEL AND EXCHANGE OPPORTUNITIES 

 
Schools in EPSB may provide opportunities for students to travel and/or study internationally in 
German. Check with your child’s school about available international study, exchange and travel 
opportunities. 

Further information can be accessed at Alberta Education at 
http://www.education.alberta.ca/students/internationaleducation/studentexchange.aspx 
http://www.education.alberta.ca/apps/internationalEducation/languages/  

WHAT EDMONTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS OFFER GERMAN BILINGUAL PROGRAMMING? 
 
German Bilingual Program Sites 
Elementary  
 
Forest Heights School   
10304 – 81 Street  T6A 3A4  
Phone:  780-466-0312,  780-466-0336  
Fax:   780-469-8243  
Email:  forest@epsb.ca  
             
Rideau Park School 
10605 – 42 Avenue  T6J 3Z9 
Phone:  780-437-0010, 435-6025 
Fax:  780-430-9898 
Email:  rideaupark@epsb.ca 
 
Rio Terrace School 
7608 – 154 Street  T5R 1R7 
Phone:  780-481-6866, 481-6867 
Fax:  780-484-5207 
Email:  rioterrace@epsb.ca 
 
 

Junior High 
 
Allendale School 
6415 – 106 Street  T6H 2V5 
Phone:  780-434-6756, 780-438-8064 
Fax:  780-988-8693 
Email:  allendale@epsb.ca 
 
 
Senior High 
 
Strathcona School 
10450 – 72 Avenue  T6E 0Z6 
Phone:  780-439-3957 
Fax: 780-432-0583 
Email:  strathcona@epsb.ca 
 
 
Need more information? 
http://languages.epsb.ca 
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WHAT ABOUT TRANSPORTATION SERVICES? 
 
At Edmonton Public Schools, we make every effort to provide regular, safe, and efficient 
transportation for students who depend on buses to get to school each day.  Edmonton Transit 
is the preferred means of student transportation, but where Edmonton Transit to the 
designated school is not appropriate or available, we arrange for yellow bus service. 
 
District programs of choice, such as the German Bilingual Program, are offered only in certain 
schools so children may need to travel outside their local neighbourhood.  Yellow bus services 
are available to some elementary programs of choice. 
 
Other district programs, provided for students with particular educational needs, may be 
offered at schools identified as district sites.  When it is recommended by the district that the 
child attend a district site, transportation may be provided depending on the severity of the 
child’s needs. 
 
For more information on transportation eligibility, bus passes, fees, and routes, please call your 
neighbourhood school or Student Transportation at 429-8585.  For information on Edmonton 
Transit schedules, call 492-1611 or visit the ETS Website. 
 
 
 


